STONE  WORSHIP
modern animism is supplied by the Malayans in their belief in a spirit in tin.54 They say that the metal itself is alive, that it can move from place to place, can reproduce itself, and that it has special likes and dislikes. In extracting it from the ore, the tin-soul has to be both deceived and propitiated. The Pawang, or sorcerer, uses his arts so that the spirit may not know that the metal is being sought. Name-avoidance superstitions come into play, the tin ore being called " grass-seed," as in out-of-the-way places in Scotland some other name is used for salmon when that fish is being caught. In his recently published Lhasa and its Mysteries?* Colonel Waddell says that the Tibetans are careful to leave the gold nuggets intact, under the belief that they are living, and are the parents of the spangles and gold dust, which would disappear if the lumps were removed. Allied in animistic idea is a saying of Pythagoras that " the sound which is given by striking brass is the voice of a demon contained in the brass." Professor Minders Petrie's recent excavations in Sinai show that 6000 B.C. the turquoise seekers in the
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